PATIENTS AND METHODS
We reviewed retrospectively 33 children treated for unilateral tuberculosis of the knee in the 1 3-year period from 1979 to 199 1 . There were I 7 boys and I 6 girls: 20 were black and 1 3 of coloured race. Their average age was 4.7 years (8 months to I 2 years 6 months).
All case notes and serial knee radiographs were available as were chest radiographs and the results of ESR and Mantoux skin tests. We classified the radiological appearance of the knee at presentation (Table  I) according to the stages of Kern and Martini (1985) . 
